date, my chief regret in doing so being that Mr. Peet did not live
to do this himself.
In the present edition I am indebted to the proprietors of The
Times for the text of Sir Stanley Unwin's letter on the threatened
Purchase Tax on books, now included by that writer's permission;
as well as for the tribute to the late C. W. Chamberlain, contributed
to that journal by Mr. H. V. Morton, to whom my thanks are also
due. To the proprietors of The Bookseller I owe the detailed analysis
of book production in this country in 1939-19445 showing the vary-
ing effects of the struggle on all branches of literature during the
Six Years War; and the extract from the article contributed by
"Petrel" to that journal, recording his first-hand impressions of the
scene immediately after the devastating incendiary raid on the
heart of London at the end of 1940.
A special word of thanks is due to Sir Stanley Unwin for timely
suggestions; and to Mr. J. G. Wilson, of Bumpus's, for valuable
assistance on the bookselling side. I would like also to acknowledge
help from Mr. John Hadfield and Mr. Maurice Marston, of the
National Book League; Mr. F. D. Sanders, Secretary of the Pub-
lishers' Association; and Sotheby & Co., as well as from Mr.
Grahame K. Scott, of the Purley Public Library, for historical
notes relating to early circulating libraries in Great Britain.
Coming to the illustrations I have to thank the Stationers5
Company for the reproductions of its seal and arms; the Cambridge
University Press for the illustration of a Roman bookshop, from
J. W. Clark's Care of Books:, the Oxford University Press for the
reproduction of its arms; Messrs. Longmans, Green and Co-, for
the illustrations of their historic device and the sign of the Bible and
Crown; Messrs. John Lane, for Edmund New's drawing of the
Bodley Head in Vigo Street; and Messrs. Jonathan Cape, for the
sketch of Thirty Bedford Square.
For most of the inside knowledge of the book trade in recent years
I am indebted to a host of good friends among both booksellers
and publishers. If I may be permitted a personal note, I would
wish this edition to be accepted as my farewell salute to all those
with whom it has been my pleasant lot to be associated throughout
my journalistic and literary career.
FRANK A. MUMBY